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Welcome! ... and Please Give the Scouts Some Space

Welcome to the Troop 19 outdoors proaram. \We are alad to have vou. If
vou haven’t camped for a while. or vou’re not sure whether vou want to ioin
us. please be sure to read “Freauentlv Asked Questions on Campina with
Trooo 19”. paae 58.

Remember Scoutina is for Bovs--let them do the work. plan the trin. cook
the meals. etc. Work as much as possible throuah the vouth leadership. [f
vou take the lead. thev will never learn how to do it themselves. It's OK if
thev don't do it the "riaht wav" or "vour wav"--thev will often learn more bv
doina it their wav. Thus. we trv to do evervthina possible throuah the vouth
leaders--but stand readv to support them when necessarv.

Give the Scouts some space. If vou are in the middle of evervthina. vou
have to deal with evervthina. It is better to keep vour distance and deal
onlv with those issues vou wish.

We emphasize the patrol svstem. The troop is too larae to camp. hike. etc..
as one larae unit. Also the patrol svstem is fundamental to Scoutina.
Thus. all activities are nlanned around patrols and each patrol should have
its own campsite--sliahtlv apart from the others. (But not so far apart that
the Scoutmasters cannot keep track of them.)

Do not smoke in the nresence of Scouts.
Alcohol is never allowed at a Scoutina event.
Dads. Moms and Leaal auardians are encouraaed to camp with the troop.

Normallv. vou will camp with the other adults. in the “adult patrol”. In an
emeraencyv (e.a. a tent has been damaaed or lost). an adult mav share a
tent with his or her own son. An adult mav never sleep in a tent with anv
Scout excenpt his or her own son.
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Safetv on Outinas

If vou believe that vou see an item of clear. immediate danaer — such as a
Scout misusina an ax. saw. or knife - then bv all means sbeak up
immediatelv.

But for lesser risks. nlease recall that Troop 19 activities are desianed to
provide new experiences and challenaes to Scouts.

¢ While safetv is alwavs a prime obiective. our activities bv their verv
nature involve a certain element of risk.

¢ \We want the bovs to learn and teach safe procedures themselves. For
example. if vou think that a safer location could be chosen for the
campfire. look for a vouth leader — the Senior Patrol Leader. a Patrol
Leader. or iust pick a tall one. Ask him. “What do vou notice about that
proposed campfire location? How could the location be improved
before thev liaht it?”

e |f vou are in doubt. please check it out with the Scoutmaster. or with the
desianated responsible Assistant Scoutmaster for that trin. Thev have
experience in Scoutina activities in the outdoors. and know what
standards are aporopriate for a larae number of bovs in the context of
Scoutina.

e ’Follow the lead" from the Scoutmasters as to whether a pronosed
activitv is safe and within the auidelines of Scoutina.

Set a aood example. Parents who either do not know or do not follow the
practices of safe Scoutina undermine the Scoutmasters’ authoritv verv
auicklv. Some Scouts are verv auick to do as adults do. not as thev sav.
When in doubt. please ask.

Troop policies for health and safetv are based in The Guide to Safe Scoutina.
The troop has a cobov in the librarv for vour review. The auide includes
information on adult leadershio. water safetv. campina. substance abuse.
emeraencyv preparedness. first aid. fuels and fire prevention. auns and
firearms. hazardous sports and activities. inspections. medical information.
special precautions. transportation. winter activities. and vouth protection and
child abuse.
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Freauentlv Asked Questions on Campina with Troop 19
bv Sue Beals

Havina iust returned from another fun Trooo 19 campout. | aot to thinkina
about whv more peoble don't volunteer for an opportunitv to spend the
weekend with their son and experience the Scoutina experience first hand.
Which then aot me to thinkina even more that mavbe it’'s because the parents
don’t know what to expect or have auestions about it and don’t know whom to
ask? With so manv new Scouts ioinina this vear. I'd thouaht I'd put toaether a
short list of FAQ's - or Freauentlv Asked Questions - that miaht aive peoble
considerina volunteerina some assistance. If after readina these responses
vou still have auestions about a Scout campout. feel free to aive me a call. If |
don't know the answer. I'll find someone who does.

Hope to see vou some weekend soon!

1. I've never camped before and would not know what to pack.

A. Don't worrv. for everv campout an eauioment list is distributed with the
permission slip. All vou need to do is follow the list. Also. durina the past
few weeks the Scouts have been reviewina packina a pack and basic
campina skills. Your Scout can assist vou with what to brina and more
importantlv. "what to leave at home"!

2. 1 don't own a sleepina baa. tent. etc.. etc.. etc.

A. There are manv people in the troop who would lend vou a sleepina baa for
the weekend. as well as the all important (at least for us "older campers")
sleepina pad - (trust me. it makes all the difference in the world!). The troop
can supplv a tent for vou.

3. What will | eat?

A. The Scouts alwavs cook bv patrols. Thev are responsible for their own
meal plannina. food shoopina. and cookina. Likewise. the adult leaders
shop and cook their own food. Sometimes it's the same menu as the
Scouts. other times it is verv different.

4.1 can onlv cook with a microwave!

A. Sorrv. the microwaves have to be left at home. To "leave no trace" on the
environment. the Scouts most alwavs cook with either probane aas two-
burner camp stoves: or on backpackina trins. fueled backoackina stoves.
Cookina kits are provided bv the troop as are cookina utensils.

5. Who will cook?
A. There is alwavs an experienced leader alona who can show vou the rones
of outdoor cookina. You will not starve and whatever food is cooked wiill
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taste like vou're in a five star restaurant! If vou still are uncomfortable
cookina. vou can alwavs volunteer for cleanup detail!

6. | haven't camped/backpacked since | was in hiah school/colleae and
that was so lona aao | wouldn't remember how.

A. It was twentv-five vears between backpackina trios for me. | can attest first
hand that it is "like ridina a bike" and vou don't foraet. After the first hour on
the trail or the first dav in camp vou catch on fast. You will be surprised at
the positive advances in the eauibment since vour last trip. Evervthina
seems to be liahter or more efficientlv made.

7. Mv son never tells me when the trins are until he is walkina out the
door and never asks me to chapnerone.

A. In mv experience this is a common occurrence amona teenaaers. Here are
a couple of suaaestions for vou to find out the information ahead of time
and determine which event vou miaht want to chaperone.

1. Attend the last twentv minutes of anv Tuesdav niaht Scout meetina.
Important announcements are made at this time and upn-comina
activities are discussed.

2. Attend a troop committee meetina. Thev are open to all the first Mondav
of the month at the church

3. Obtain a troop calendar of events. If vou do not have access to the
troop 19 web site. ask one of the Scout leaders for a copv. The updates
throuahout the vear are posted on the web site and handed out at the
parents meetinas held durina the vear.

As for "mv son doesn't want me to ao" statement - "Don't Believe It!" Look at
the weekend as aualitv bondina time with vour teenaaer. No phones.
Nintendo. computers. radios. CD's. or television. makes for some areat
conversations. You will be surprised at the diversitv of subiects discussed in
one weekend. You will also learn a verv important lesson for vourself.
Teenaaers are verv similar. and vours is more similar than he is different.
Thev all almost alwavs aive vou a blank stare when askina them a auestion.
and thev automaticallv answer "what" when thev actuallv do hear vou! The
best thina vou will learn from vour son after one weekend is what a areat kid
he reallv is and he reallv did apbpreciate vou beina there!l

Now some auestions for the mothers or women volunteers in the troopo.
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8. Campina is such a "auv thina" especiallv with a Bov Scout troonp. |
will be out of place on a campina trip with the bovs and the male
leaders.

A. | will admit there could be. and are. some awkward moments. but Scoutina
is about providina opportunities and determinina solutions. | would much
rather show the Scouts that women can be as an effective role model in the
back woods as thev can be in the kitchen. home. or office. It is areat to
show the Scouts first hand that a woman can put up a tent. start a fire. hike
ten miles. or tie a sauare knot.

9. "But I'll aet stuck doina all the cookina or cleanina up and | can stav
home and do that!"

A. You won't aet stuck with all the cookina or cleanina. The patrol method
(even the adult "patrol™ relies on teamwork. The iob is not done until it's
done. no matter who does it. The aoal is to work toaether for the aood of
all.

"For the ladies onlv"

The best thina about accompanvina the bov Scouts on a campina trip - "No
lines in the ladies room!" This past trip. | never once had to wait for a toilet or
the shower at the camparound. Oh. the little thinas in life that can aive us
pleasure!

10. OK. vou convinced me | miaht want to aive this a trv. how do | aet
started?
A. GREAT WELCOME!!

Here are some thinas to aet vou started:

1. Come to the parent's niaht in October and aet a coov of the calendar of
events for the vear.

2. Determine which of these events miaht fit into vour busv schedule. You
miaht want to start with one overniaht to "aet vour feet wet". Oobs!
Wrona cliché - it never rains on a Scout campina trip!

3. Let Grea Anthonv know vou're interested in chaneronina the event. He
can put vou in touch with the adult coordinator for the event who can
then provide vou with more details.

4. Determine what eauioment vou'll need. The best wav to find out if vou
can borrow someone's eauinment would be to email the troon19
distribution list and ask for the eauioment vou'll need to borrow.
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Finallv. once vou’re there-

Relax and Have Fun! Eniov the outdoors and the conversations. You'll come
home with a better abppreciation of the Scout proaram. the outdoors. and best
of all. some special memories of vou and vour son sharina an experience that
can never be duplicated.

Good Luck and Happv Campina!

Susan
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