=====================================


Part 2.  Fire by Spark (Flint & Steel


=====================================





When the Native Indians were introduced to flint and steel they


discarded their stone age technology based bow and spindle sets


for the iron age one.





1.   If the council provided true flint and steel they should have


     worked.  But there is a reason why National has dropped both


     flint and steel sets (cat. # 1505) and fire by friction


     sets (cat. # 1527) and that is two fold. 1) little demand


     for them and 2) inferior materials have been substituted by


     suppliers and for a long time I believe.





2.   For steel break an old file in half and grind off the rough


     long edge.  Files have just the right amount of carbon in


     iron.  (How the "ice man" was supposed to have a flint fire


     starter in the bronze age is a question which has not been


     answered by the academic researchers which examined him).





3.   For the striker any quartz based mineral rock will do.


     Flint is the best.  It's often found with a big lump of


     white embedded in it.  It was brought here from overseas


     as ballast in empty ships.  Now they use sea water (not


     without serious environmental consequences).   Ask your


     local black powder or musket shooter where he gets his


     flint; probably catalogue.





4.   For traditional flint and steel you will need charred cloth


     to catch the spark.  The charred cloth sits on top of the


     shredded tinder or "used" birds nest.  Catch 22!  You need


     to make fire to char the cloth before you can make fire.





Good Luck,
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